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National Grouping System (NGS)

The physician services that are captured in provincial and 
territorial health care data sets can vary. For each province
and territory, a schedule of medical benefits outlines which 
physician services are medically insured. Each service is 
uniquely identified by an alphanumeric code (a fee code) 
specific to the province or territory. The NGS organizes fee 
codes into homogenous categories for each province and 
territory, which allows for comparisons of physician 
services and activities across the country.

For a complete listing of all NGS categories, see the 
Physicians information section of our website at cihi.ca.

Services
provided by
a physician

Minor surgery

Incision
(e.g., abscess)

Removal of
foreign body

Excision
(e.g., tumour)

Suture wound

Excision of nail Chalazion Myringotomy Minor fractures

Consults/visits

Consultations Hospital
care days

Assessments Special calls Psychotherapy/
counselling

Obstetrical services

Services at
time of delivery

Delivery Caesarean
section

Special services

Injections and
immunizations

Papanicolaou
smear

Insertion of
intrauterine device 

Diagnostic/therapeutic services

Intensive care/
resuscitation

Electrocardiogram Cardiac
catheterization

Biopsy Electroencephalography

Esophagoscopy/
gastroscopy

Laryngoscopy/
bronchoscopy

Cystoscopy Sigmoidoscopy Procedures associated
with radiology

Allergy/
hyposensitization Colonoscopy Coronary

angiography
Dilatation 

and curettage Cryotherapy

Major surgery

Mastectomy/
breast surgery

Operations on skin/
subcutaneous tissue

Disc surgeries Hip
arthroplasty

Knee
arthroplasty 

Rhinoplasty

Coronary artery 
bypass/repair

Cardiac
electrophysiology

Varicose veins/
vein repair

Carotid
endarterectomy

Appendectomy Laparotomy Tonsillectomy Hernias

Colon/intestines Urinary system Prostate surgery Hysterectomy Sterilization
(female)

Cataract
surgeries

Light
coagulation

Tympanoplasty

Breast
tumour

excision/
biopsy

Fractures Submucous
resection

Coronary
angioplasty

Gallbladder/
biliary tract Rectum/anus Vasectomy 

Prolapse
in female

genital system 

Surgical
assistance/
anesthesia Surgical assistance Nerve blocks Other anesthesia
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